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form: "Act as if by your action the maxim of it
were to be turned into a law of nature." It is
easily shown, and has often been shown by critics
of Kant, that nothing can be made of the idea of
formal self-consistency. Any idea, if we keep it in
its abstraction, may seem to be consistent with
itself: it is only when we work it out in the con-
crete, and bring it into relation with Bother elements
of experience, that it can be shown to be incon-
sistent. Or, to put it more exactly, an idea can be
shown to be inconsistent only so far as it is shown
to imply other ideas and yet to be at variance with
*them. To universalise the maxim of an act, there-
fore, must mean, if it means anything, to conceive
it as an element in the system of things, which
can be realised consistently with the realisation of
all the other elements that make up that system.
Thus the idea of self-consistency, the moment we
try to give it a definite meaning, turns into the idea
of consistency with the whole system of the uni-
verse : and this in the Stoic idea is the same thing
as consistency with our own nature; for the nature *
of man corresponds to the nature of the universe
as the microcosm to the macrocosm. Indeed, we
have to remember that the demand for consistency
comes ex hypothesi from our own nature which, as
rational, is compelled to think and act on universal
principles. "The end/' says Diogenes Laertius,